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Revitalize: How the Holy Spirit Brings Life 
“The Spirit Glorifies Jesus” 

John 16:13-15 
~ Delivered at Central Baptist Church on April 3, 2016 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 (SHOW SLIDE 1) Please open your Bibles to John 16.  Today we are beginning 

a new 7-part series on the Holy Spirit. 

o In my pastoral experience I have found that people often feel confused 

about who the Holy Spirit is and even more confused about what He does.  

I can resonate with this confusion. 

 I grew up in a Baptist church, which generally meant two things when it came to 

the Holy Spirit.  First, we were taught well about whom the Holy Spirit is and 

what he does.  We were solid on our doctrine.   

o But secondly, we defined ourselves, at least in part, by what we did not 

believe about the Holy Spirit.  We were emphatically not Pentecostals or 

Charismatics and we were very suspect of such churches.   

 In our view these churches let experience, not truth, define what 

they believed on issues like speaking in tongues. 

 In grade 12 I moved to Kamloops.  I met some amazing Christian friends all of 

whom were Pentecostals or charismatics.  I saw something very different in them.   

o On many occasions we would gather as 17 year olds just to sing and pray.  

During such times we were repenting before God, confessing our sins to 

each other, and kneeling before the Lord in worship.   

 There was vitality to their Christian lives that I lacked.  

 But some things deeply troubled me.  I was told that if I really wanted to live a 

victorious Christian life I needed to be baptized in the Spirit and speak in tongues.  

Another time I was attending a revival meeting.  During the singing about 1/3 of 

the audience started laughing so hard that when the preacher got up to speak he 

could not even give his message.  People said this was the work of the Holy Spirit 

but I had trouble understanding how the Holy Spirit would work against the very 

Bible that He Himself had inspired?  

o And then there was the time a travelling healer came to one of the 

charismatic churches.  He stayed for a month and caused tremendous 

division among the city churches.  People left our Baptist church saying 

that we did not have the Holy Spirit.  Last I heard this healer was banned 

from Canada for fraud reasons.   

 Most Christians I meet face similar confusion about the Holy Spirit. I want to do 

this series to help with some of these issues.   

o We will try to answer questions like: who is the Holy Spirit?  What does 

the Holy Spirit do?  How can we discern where the Spirit is at work and 

where He is not?  What does it mean to be baptized in the Holy Spirit?  Do 

all Christians need to speak in tongues?  What does it mean to be filled 

with the Spirit?   

 So we will seek to clear up some confusion but beyond this I want 

us all to see how it is the Holy Spirit who brings us spiritual life.  
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 Today’s message is the introduction to the series.  It is the most important of all 

the messages because today we will see that there is a defining work of the Holy 

Spirit that runs through everything else He does.   

o Today I want to ask three questions.  First, who is the Holy Spirit?  

Second, what does the Holy Spirit do?  Third, what difference does the 

Holy Spirit make in our lives? 

 

WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 (SHOW SLIDE 2) First then let’s ask this question: who is the Holy Spirit? 

o I want us to see two things here.   

 (SHOW SLIDE 3) First, the Holy Spirit is a person, not a force or an “it”.  The 

Spirit is not like the force in Star Wars.  The Spirit is a person.  Jesus is emphatic 

on this point.  In John chapters 14-16 Jesus is telling the disciples about the 

coming of the Holy Spirit.  Now look at 16:13.   

o Notice the constant use of personal pronouns.  READ 13 – When the 

Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not 

speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he 

will declare to you the things that are to come. 
 Jesus does not call the Spirit an “it.”  The Spirit is a “he” because 

the Spirit is a person.   

 We see this powerfully illustrated in Acts 5 when Ananias and Saphira tell a lie. 

Peter says they have “lied against the Holy Spirit.”  You cannot lie to an 

impersonal force like a tornado.  You can only lie to a person.   

o Likewise, Ephesians 4:30 says, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit.”  Grieving 

only makes sense when talking about a person.  You can’t grieve 

electricity.  

 Author R.C. Sproul summarizes this when he writes, “[The Holy 

Spirit] is set forth as a person whom we may either please or 

offend, who can love and be loved, and with whom we can have 

personal fellowship.”1  

 So I plead with you: never refer to the Holy Spirit as “it.”  

Oh how I cringe when I hear this.  Always think of, and 

refer to, the Holy Spirit in personal terms.  The Holy Spirit 

is a person, not a force or an “it.” 

 (SHOW SLIDE 4) Second, the Holy Spirit is God, not a lesser deity than the 

Father or Son.   

o To understand this let me take a few minutes to walk us through what the 

Bible teaches about God.  

 First of all the Bible teaches that (SHOW SLIDE 5) there is only one God.  

o So unlike Hinduism or Greek mythology that believe in many gods, the 

Bible teaches that there is only one God.   

 Second, the Bible also teaches that this one God exists in three persons who are 

all the one God. 

o (SHOW SLIDE 6) The three persons are the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.  These three are all the one God.  The Father is God.  The Son 

                                                 
1 R.C. Sproul, The Mystery of the Holy Spirit, 19. 
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is as much God as the Father is.  And the Holy Spirit is as much God as 

the Father and the Son are.   

 One is not more God than the other.  They are all equally God.  

When Ananias and Saphira lie, Peter says, “you have lied to the 

Holy Spirit” and then says, “You have not lied to men but to 

God.”  So he directly equates the Holy Spirit with God Himself. 

 But in the third place we must add that although the three are equally the one God 

they are not the same as each other.  Each one is a unique person from the others.  

o (SHOW SLIDE 7) Although the Father is God, He is a unique person and 

is not the Son or the Spirit.  Although the Son is God, He is a unique 

person and is not the Father or the Spirit.  And although the Holy Spirit is 

God, He is a unique person and He is not the Father or the Son.  

 So the Bible teaches that there is one God who exists eternally in 

three equal but distinct persons. That is why we are baptized into 

the threefold name of God.  We are baptized in “the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”    
 Christians have coined the term “Trinity” as a shorthand way of describing what 

the Bible teaches about God’s oneness and threeness. 

o So in answer to the question, “who is the Holy Spirit?” we answer first 

that the Holy Spirit is a person, not a force and secondly, that the Holy 

Spirit is God, not a lesser deity than the Father or Son. 

 

WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO? 
 We are now ready to move to our second question: (SHOW SLIDE 8) what does 

the Holy Spirit do? 

o He does a lot but today I want us to see that there is one primary work of 

the Spirit that permeates all His other works.  Like the leaves and branches 

of a tree all come out of the one trunk, there is one work of the Spirit that 

branches out into everything else He does.   

 What do you think it is? 

 Look carefully with me at the passage.  Start in verse 13. READ 13 - When the 

Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak 

on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare 

to you the things that are to come. 
o So the Spirit will not speak on his own.  He will speak only what he hears.  

In other words, he will not draw attention to himself.  He will draw 

attention only to what he hears.   

 The Spirit, then, is not out to promote himself. 

 So who or what does he draw attention to?  Verse 14 states it in crystal clear 

language.  READ 14 – He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you.   Glory refers to beauty or importance.  So the Spirit is not out to 

show you His beauty and importance.   

o Rather, the Spirit takes everything about Jesus and makes it known to us.  

In other words, it is the Holy Spirit’s joy, not to draw attention to his 

glory, but to make known to us the beauty and importance of Jesus.  “He 

will glorify me.”  The Spirit reveals Jesus.  In short, He makes Jesus real 
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to us. So I put it like this: (SHOW SLIDE 9) The primary work of the 

Spirit is to shine the spotlight on Jesus. 

 We see the same thing one chapter earlier.  Look at 15:26.  READ 

26 - But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from 

the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he 

will bear witness about me.  Again, the Spirit is not telling people 

about himself.  He points away from himself.  He bears witness 

about Jesus. 

 J.I. Packer brings this all together for us in one fantastic image.  He writes, “I 

remember walking to a church one winter evening to preach on the words “he 

shall glorify me,” seeing the building floodlit as I turned a corner, and realizing 

that this was exactly the illustration my message needed.  When floodlighting is 

well done, the floodlights are so placed that you do not see them; you are not in 

fact supposed to see where the light is coming from; what you are meant to see 

is just the building on which the floodlights are trained. The intended effect is 

to make it visible when otherwise it would not be seen for the darkness, and to 

maximize its dignity by throwing all its details into relief so that you see it 

properly. This perfectly illustrates the Spirit’s new covenant role. He is, so to 

speak, the hidden floodlight shining on the Savior.  It is as if the Spirit stands 

behind us, throwing light over our shoulder, on Jesus, who stands facing us.”2   

o Packer then drives home the point.  (SHOW SLIDE 10) “The Spirit’s 

message to us is never, ‘Look at me; listen to me; come to me; get to 

know me,’ but always, ‘Look at him, and see his glory; listen to him, 

and hear his word; go to him, and have life; get to know him, and taste 

his gift of joy and peace.’”3 

 So that is the answer to the second question concerning what the 

Holy Spirit does.  The primary work of the Spirit is to shine the 

spotlight on Jesus.   

 
UNDERSTANDING OUR EXPERIENCES OF CHRIST 

 We are not ready for our third question: (SHOW SLIDE 11) what difference 

does the Holy Spirit make in our lives?   

o In reality the rest of the series will develop this but right now I just want to 

draw out the difference it makes when we understand that the Spirit’s 

primary role is to shine the spotlight on Christ.  

 (SHOW SLIDE 12) First then, knowing that the Spirit’s primary role is to shine 

the spotlight on Christ enables us to understand our experiences of Jesus. 

o As we have seen, the Spirit’s job is to make Jesus real to us.  Before we 

become Christians Jesus is just a historical figure or some great prophet 

from a long time ago.  But becoming a Christian means that there was a 

day when Jesus became personal to you.  You called out to him in prayer 

to save you.  This is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 For as Paul says in I Cor 12:3, “no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” 

except in the Holy Spirit.” 

                                                 
2 J.I. Packer, Keep in Step with the Spirit, 66. 
3 Ibid.  Emphasis in the original. 



 

 5 

 This explains all of your Christian experience as well.  Let’s say you are listening 

to a sermon on the love of God for you in Jesus.  You suddenly find your heart 

awestruck.  You go to the pastor and say, “I always knew God’s love for me in 

Jesus Christ but today it has struck me in a new way.”  
o What’s going on here?  This is the Spirit of God at work in your heart for 

as Rom 5:5 says, “God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
 So you can see then that the Spirit is at work everywhere.  Every 

time you feel convicted of sin that is the Spirit at work.  Every 

single time your heart is moved to worship God that is the Spirit at 

work in you.  

 So knowing that the Spirit’s primary role is to shine the 

spotlight on Christ enables us to understand our 

experiences of Jesus. 

 

EMBRACING THE MYSTERY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 (SHOW SLIDE 13) Second, knowing that the Spirit’s primary role is to shine the 

spotlight on Christ enables us to embrace how mysterious the Holy Spirit is to us.  

I want to suggest to you that is partly a good thing if you feel like you understand 

the Father and the Son more than the Holy Spirit.   

o We can understand the Son of God because he took on a human nature and 

walked among us as a man.  Not so the Spirit.  Jesus likens his work to the 

wind – you can see the affects of the wind but you cannot see the wind 

itself.  

 Likewise, we can somewhat understand God the Father.  Even if 

you have a poor father you can still generally understand what it 

means to know God as a good and loving Father.   

 When you add to this the fact that the Spirit’s very role is to point away from 

himself, it makes sense that He is a quite elusive.  Theologian Dale Bruner calls 

Him, “the shy member of the Trinity.”   

o I bet you have hardly noticed that above you there is a walkway and lots 

of spotlights.  You don’t focus on them because you’re not supposed to.  

They are meant to illuminate what happens on the stage.   

 On the stage of human history God has been working out the greatest story ever 

told.  God gave the lead role to his Son Jesus.  The Holy Spirit shines the spotlight 

on Jesus.  We watch this great drama unfold as Jesus the Saviour is born, as he 

teaches us, as he dies for our sin, is resurrected, and exalted to the right hand of 

God. 

o And as we rise from our seats in thunderous applause for all that Jesus has 

done, the Spirit is not up on the walkway sulking because of the lack of 

attention he is getting. 

 No, he is shouting and cheering.  He keeps calling out, “Look at 

Him!  Isn’t He glorious!”    
 So do not be discouraged if in your experience you feel a lot of mystery 

surrounding the Spirit.   
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o To a degree this is good and right for the Spirit’s primary role is not to 

spotlight himself, but to spotlight Jesus. 

 

DISCERNING PEOPLE’S CLAIMS ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT  
 (SHOW SLIDE 14) Third, knowing that the Spirit’s primary role is to shine the 

spotlight on Christ enables us to discern people’s claims about the Holy Spirit. 

o Once you have been a Christian for a while you inevitably come across 

people making big claims about the Holy Spirit’s work in their life.  

Knowing the Spirit’s primary role of spotlighting Christ will enable you to 

be discerning about these claims. 

 I have a Christian friend who works in Hollywood.  I was visiting him a few years 

ago and he very excitedly told me that he got us tickets to go hear a prophet 

named Kim Clement.  It was at the Beverly Hills Hilton Hotel in the same room 

where the Golden Globes are held every year.  I was skeptical but went anyways.   

o For the first 2.5 hours Clement and his band played what they called 

prophetic songs, which were basically musical improvisation with 

spontaneous lyrics.  Clement was incredible on the piano and his band was 

extremely talented.  He talked and sang about the Holy Spirit and what the 

Spirit was going to do that night.  

 When the music was finished he got up to speak and prophesy.  

Again he talked a great deal about the Holy Spirit and then said 

that the Holy Spirit had given him a prophetic word.  He said that 

within the next year a new energy source would be found in the 

ocean.  As an aside that was about 7 years ago and, to my 

knowledge, no new energy source has been found in the ocean.  

 Anyways, after 3.5 hours he finished.  As we drove home my friend asked me 

what I thought. I reminded him of John 16 where Jesus says the Spirit will convict 

the world of sin, of righteousness, and of the judgement to come.  I then asked 

him, “Did you hear him say anything about sin tonight.”  “No.”  Did you hear 

him say anything about the righteousness of God?”  “No.”  Did you hear any 

words about the fact that we will all stand before the judgement seat of Christ?”  

“No.”   
o I then quoted him our passage: “He will glorify me.”  I then asked, “Did 

you hear Jesus’ name mentioned even one time tonight?”  “No.”  So I 

said, “I do not believe this man is a Spirit anointed prophet because 

absolutely nothing that he did tonight aligns with what Jesus said the 

Spirit came to do.  He never mentioned sin.  He never said Jesus’ name 

even once let alone tell all these people about the good news of what 

Jesus did on the cross and in his resurrection.” 
 Friends listen, a Spirit filled preacher or Spirit filled Christian is not someone who 

talks about the Spirit all the time. A Spirit filled preacher or a Spirit filled 

Christian is someone who is always talking about what God has done for us in 

Jesus Christ. 

o If you are not sure what to think of a preacher, or a church, or someone’s 

claim that they have experienced the Holy Spirit then ask questions like 

this: is Jesus is being exalted? Are sinners turning to Him for salvation?  
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Are Christians being conformed to the image of Jesus?  Where Christ is 

front and centre there you have the Spirit.  

 Knowing that the Spirit’s primary role is to shine the spotlight on 

Christ enables us to discern people’s claims about the Holy Spirit. 

 

CORRECTING THE BIAS OF OUR PARTICULAR TRIBE 
 In the fourth place I want to make a balancing statement to this last point lest you 

mistake me for saying that I think all Pentecostals or charismatics are wrong.  I 

am not.   

o In the fourth place I want to say that (SHOW SLIDE 15) knowing that 

the Spirit’s primary role is to shine the spotlight on Christ enables us to 

correct the bias of our particular tribe.   

 When it comes to the Holy Spirit, I see at least two different tribes among 

Christians.   

o The first tribe is made up of the more Pentecostal and charismatic 

churches.  Let me make some very large generalizations about such 

churches.   

 Such churches are always talking about the Holy Spirit.  They 

emphasize the need to encounter the power of God through the 

Holy Spirit.  They emphasize the place of experience and emotion 

and they criticize churches that they feel are too focused on 

doctrine and head knowledge. 

o The second tribe includes many of the more conservative Baptists, 

Mennonites, Alliance, Evangelical Free, Anglicans and such.  Let me also 

make some large generalizations about this tribe.   

 This tribe says we need to watch out for that first tribe because 

they are flaky, emotion driven, and not grounded in truth.  This 

tribe downplays experience and emotion and emphasizes the 

importance of right doctrine and solid teaching.  

 I want to suggest that there are great dangers in both tribes.   

 The first tribe needs to hear that the Holy Spirit never contradicts God’s word.  

The Holy Spirit inspired the Bible and Jesus calls him “the Spirit of truth.”    

o The first tribe needs be careful not to base truth on experience but to rather 

base it on the Spirit-inspired word of God. 

 But the second tribe needs to hear that the Spirit enables us to experience God.  It 

is not just about getting doctrine right.  If Pentecostals and charismatics tend to 

overstate the place of experience and emotion then the second tribe, including 

Baptists, can easily tend to think that being a Christian means just knowing all the 

right things.   

o But there must be an experiential side to your Christianity.  The Spirit 

enables us to cry out, “abba Father.”  That is experiential language.  Jesus 

says the Spirit gives us the new birth.  You know a baby is alive because it 

expresses itself.  

 If your Christianity is just head knowledge without any 

experiential love for God then it may be that you are simply 

religious but that you are not really a Christian at all.  The 



 

 8 

Pharisees were religious and had very good doctrinal knowledge.  

Demons have very good doctrinal knowledge.  Yet neither the 

Pharisees, nor demons, are born again of the Holy Spirit. 

 So you see it is not a choice between experience or doctrine.  It is both.  Our 

doctrine must lead us to heartfelt worship of God.  It is as we go deeper into the 

doctrines of what God has done for us in Jesus Christ that the Spirit of God 

inflames our hearts with experiential knowledge of God. 

o And yes, at times this will mean expressing emotion in private worship 

and in public worship.  I know that most of us here come from Caucasian 

or Asian type backgrounds.  Our ethnic heritages are very restrained.  We 

somehow think that reverence for God means standing perfectly still.  It 

can certainly mean that but worship of God must also be filled with 

celebration.   

 The Bible calls us to shout for joy to the Lord, to raise our hands in 

worship, and even to dance.  How is that we jump and shout when 

our favourite sports team wins but when we sing about Jesus 

utterly defeating sin, death, and Satan we are hardly engaged at 

all?   

 Some of you are freaking out right now.  You’re worried that I am leading this 

church into emotionalism and a lack of awe for God.   

o Listen carefully: emotionalism is a danger but I really don’t think it is a 

danger for this church.  If we start to move that way I will let you know.  

At this point I think our great danger is just going through motions – of 

becoming like the Pharisees who had all the right head knowledge but no 

heart of worship. 

 Let’s pray that the Holy Spirit would revitalize this church and us.  

As we go deep into the truths of what God has done for us in Jesus, 

let’s pray that the Holy Spirit would inflame our hearts with 

worship.   

 

 


